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SIZ's Incorporating Purpose vs. Current Purpose  
  

SIZ was envisioned as an institution for public education with a founding purpose of “keeping 
and maintaining of the zoological, botanical, and other scientific collections, library, auditorium, 
research laboratories, classrooms, lecture rooms and necessary accessory rooms…open and 
free to [New Yorkers] at all times.”  SIZ was not incorporated to “disseminate knowledge.”  
SIZ’s incorporating purpose was “instruction” not “inspirational.”   
 
The juxtaposition of SIZ’s initial purpose versus its current purpose makes clear that New York 
City’s Office of the Mayor must have controlling laws and contracts codified so that the City’s 
oversight agencies can ensure that the policies and practices that BM-BIOAS and the other 
PEC institutions put in place are compliant [see PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP, PARK 
INSTITUTIONS and LAWS.]   

 

 
 

Incorporating Purpose of the SIZ Current Purpose of SIZ 

 

See: Chapter 712 of the Laws of 1935 
 
“Sec. 1 … to provide for the erection of a suitable 
building or buildings thereon and adjacent 
spaces for the keeping and maintaining of the 
zoological, botanical and other scientific 
collections, library, auditorium, research 
laboratories, class rooms, lecture rooms and 
necessary accessory rooms … [and the] building 
or buildings and grounds of the said Staten 
Island Zoological Society, Inc., shall be open and 
free to the public at all times …” [emphasis 
added]  

 

 

See:  SIZ’s 2018 IRS Form 990  
 

“To disseminate knowledge of Zoology and 
appreciation of animal life.  Through exhibitory 
and educational programs to increase 
awareness and appreciation of plant and 
animal life…”  [emphasis added]   
 

 

https://nyersfreeadmission.org/about/public-private-partnership/
https://nyersfreeadmission.org/about/park-institutions/
https://nyersfreeadmission.org/about/park-institutions/
https://nyersfreeadmission.org/about/laws/
https://books.google.com/books?id=x3o4AAAAIAAJ&pg=PA1408&lpg=PA1408&dq=Incorporation+of+Staten+Island+Zoological+Society+1934&source=bl&ots=dZupEtAf1N&sig=ACfU3U3wI-VtPssVbSdDh2_xxyfsfN22WQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi13vzXxunsAhVDmuAKHQZ3COY4FBDoATAFegQICBAC#v=onepage&q=Incorporation%20of%20Staten%20Island%20Zoological%20Society%201934&f=false
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display_990/135680691/04_2019_prefixes_11-20%2F135680691_201806_990_2019041216216872

