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SIZ’s Admission Policy Breaches New York State Law 
 

 

Free Admission Written in Law Current Admissions Policy 

See: Chapter 712 of the Laws of the State of 
New York of 1935 
 
“Sec. 2…… [and the] building or buildings and 
grounds of the said Staten Island Zoological 
Society, Inc., shall be open and free to the public 
at all times…” [emphasis added] 
 

NOTE:  A 1936 Lease Agreement between 
SIZ and the City of New York was produced 
in response to FA’s Freedom of Information 
Law [FOIL] request.  Its terms should be 
properly and legally scrutinized regarding 
compliance with controlling State laws.  
Generally, State laws supersede City 
agreements.   
 

See: Tickets/Visit 
 
As of July 2021, SIZ charges a mandatory fee in 
varying amounts to non-member adults, 
seniors, and children visitors over age two, 
except for Urban Advantage, Con Edison, and 
active-duty military and/or reserve visitors, 
whose tickets are discounted.  A mandatory, 
fixed price fee is charged for events.  Free 
access on Wednesdays after 2:00 pm.  
  

SIZ’s ADMISSION POLICY DOES NOT COMPLY with Chapter 712 of the Laws of 1935 because it: 

[1] Denies New Yorkers open and free admittance at all times. 
[2] Denies New Yorkers free access to special exhibits/events.    

 

Free access to the PEC institutions is unique to New Yorkers and is provided for in the laws 
and contracts applicable to the PPP structure.  Stewards of PEC institutions may choose to 
charge an admission fee to other visitors.    
 

https://books.google.com/books?id=x3o4AAAAIAAJ&pg=PA1408&lpg=PA1408&dq=Incorporation+of+Staten+Island+Zoological+Society+1934&source=bl&ots=dZupEtAf1N&sig=ACfU3U3wI-VtPssVbSdDh2_xxyfsfN22WQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi13vzXxunsAhVDmuAKHQZ3COY4FBDoATAFegQICBAC#v=onepage&q=Incorporation%20of%20Staten%20Island%20Zoological%20Society%201934&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=x3o4AAAAIAAJ&pg=PA1408&lpg=PA1408&dq=Incorporation+of+Staten+Island+Zoological+Society+1934&source=bl&ots=dZupEtAf1N&sig=ACfU3U3wI-VtPssVbSdDh2_xxyfsfN22WQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi13vzXxunsAhVDmuAKHQZ3COY4FBDoATAFegQICBAC#v=onepage&q=Incorporation%20of%20Staten%20Island%20Zoological%20Society%201934&f=false
http://www.statenislandzoo.org/plan-your-visit/admission-rates/

